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excelled, while the versatility of his character constituted the most extraordinary composition. After having explored the wonders of Vesuvius, he would dedicate his leisure to the sports of the field with the King ; and when he had attained the age of seventy, he preserved an un-diminishcd ardour. In his person he was tall and thin, of a dark complexion, with an aquiline nose. He was the son of Lady Archibald Hamilton, who enjoyed a distinguished place under Frederic, late Prince of Wales.
Though a finished courtier, he had none of that servility of manners, or that species of adulation, which is generally to be met with, but he preserved an independence which seemed to qualify him particularly for the diplomatic profession. No foreign minister ever enjoyed in so peculiar a degree the confidence and affection of the King of Naples, which he proved by every instance of personal regard, and which even extended to the British nation.
Our time passed in every enjoyment which the luxury of an Italian Court could afford, and in every species of amusement for which the country is celebrated : we had the best musicians and the best dancers.
The theatre of St. Charles1 is one of the largest and tlm most magnificent in Europe*. If we imagine one of those amphitheatres which the 'Romans carted to contain a whole nation, some idea may be formed of tin* grandeur of this : it consists of one hundred and seventy-two boxrs, of six ranges in height, without including that of the King, which forms a superb and magnificent hall. These boxes will contain about two thousand persons ; and the space for the pit is equally capacious. Each box is
1 San Carlo,sit has recently been published by Signer S. di Giacomo,  Custodian  of  the  Biblioteca Lucchesi-Palli.     See Vol.  I, Introduction, p. xvii.n ota.'.uu! witiiutufv,
